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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 11 May on the following motion moved by Ms L. Dalton — 
That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency’s speech be agreed to — 

To His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, AC, Governor of the State of Western Australia. 
May it please Your Excellency — 
We, the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of Western Australia in Parliament 
assembled, beg to express loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency 
for the speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.53 pm]: I look forward to contributing to the Address-in-Reply debate today. Firstly, 
I welcome all new members into the house. Obviously, most of them are from the other side, but I certainly welcome 
all those members and look forward to their contributions in the years ahead. I also congratulate Madam Speaker 
on her election and all our Acting Speakers in the chamber. 
The first thing I would like to express is my regret at losing, I think, one of Parliament’s hardest working and most 
genuine politicians in Terry Redman, the former member for Warren–Blackwood. I wish Terry and Marie all the 
best in their future ventures. I know Terry had a lot of respect in here, and many people, including staff and 
members, have asked me whether they can mention Terry’s great contribution. We obviously look forward to the 
new member for Warren–Blackwood’s contribution, but Terry was a great member. He was a hard worker. I know 
he is working hard on fencing his block down there in Denmark at the moment, so that is a bit of a change! I also 
acknowledge Deb and Jeanette in his office who did a great job. 
I am also obviously sad to see Ian Blayney lose his seat as the member for Geraldton. He was a consummate local 
representative, and he had that ability to think deeply and strategically. Many of his ideas on the likes of the ag 
department and the agricultural system in WA were very good. Not all of them saw the light of day, but I think he 
was also a great local representative. The new member for Geraldton will have big shoes to fill there as well. 
In the other place, I will be sorry to see Colin Holt and Jacqui Boydell retire. They have made a large contribution 
over their time. I welcome James Hayward as our new representative for the South West Region in the other place. 
I would like to thank all of the people in the electorate of Roe who voted for me. I believe in local representation, 
and I believe that means representing everyone in the electorate, whether they voted for me or not. I would like to 
especially thank all members of our branches for their support, especially over the pre-polling period of nearly 
three weeks, and I think all members of the chamber will understand how draining that was. We need that support. 
Personally, I believe the pre-polling is too long. Too many things can change over that time. I would like to see much 
better advertising of the pre-polling scenario, because a lot of people, especially in regional areas, did not realise it 
was happening until word of mouth got out. That is an improvement that could be made. In an electorate like mine, 
which is two and a half times the size of Switzerland, you need that support. Members in our branches in Narrogin, 
Kojonup, Katanning, Esperance and the lakes were very much appreciated. I would like to thank my family members, 
Andrea, James and Sam, for their support. I thank my parents, June and Bronte, who came up faithfully from Albany 
every week to help us out on pre-polling. I also thank my office staff, Sally, Nat, Jill and Dorothy. The general 
National Party support network is much appreciated. I am very comfortable with the alliance agreement, and I look 
forward to working with the Liberal Party team in the years ahead. We will certainly give it our best shot. 
Due to the redistribution of electoral boundaries, I have picked up the Shire of Jerramungup, which includes 
Boxwood Hill, Bremer Bay and Gairdner. Just as an aside, I have been paying for the member for Albany’s book 
prize at the school awards for the last four years, but we only just picked that up last year! I might have to put a stop 
to that now. I will pick it up now, but I will be mentioning that to the past member for Albany when I see him! In 
gaining Jerramungup, I lost Wickepin, Kulin and Cuballing. I was very disappointed to lose those three shires. It is 
great to deal with those local governments. We have done a lot of work together. I know our leader, Mia Davies, will 
represent them well; however, I am disappointed to lose those towns after working with them for the last four years. 
Of course, I also look forward to the Kulin Bush Races, which is a great event in our wheatbelt and something 
I recommend everyone here in the chamber go to at some time during their lives. It is a fantastic event. During my 
doorknocking of these new areas in the pre-election period, I certainly noticed there were some issues, especially in 
Jerramungup. It has a real issue with a lack of medical providers. We need to keep working hard on that. Jerramungup 
is a fair way from Albany. Temporary arrangements have been made so that doctors visit from Albany when possible, 
so there is no real continuity. Bremer Bay is a very interesting town in the Shire of Jerramungup. Its population of 
around 500 people goes up to 10 000 people during the Easter period, long weekends and the Christmas period. 
The power supply is put under a massive amount of pressure and there are outages right in those peak periods. Another 
issue, which I will be speaking to the Minister for Health about, is the medical centre in Bremer Bay. We nearly 
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had it over the line about seven years ago when I was the chairman of the Great Southern Development Commission. 
Unfortunately, it is still in a bad state. We look forward to a new medical centre being built under the Labor 
government, hopefully, in the not-too-distant future. 
I would like to move on to the election. It was certainly a big win, obviously by the Labor Party. I congratulate the 
Premier and his team on the overwhelming vote of confidence bestowed on him by the electorate, but my concern 
is that this election was decided on the handling of the COVID situation. It was decided on one issue. Issues like 
the Schools of the Air, Moora Residential College, community resource centre funding, Perth Modern School and 
the gold tax all disappeared into the background. I would have hoped the electorate would have had these issues in 
the back of their mind, but obviously they were overwhelmed by the Labor Party’s marketing campaign, I suppose 
we might call it. Every candidate was put next to a photo of the Premier, saying, “We’ll keep you strong. We’ll keep 
you safe”. I guess it worked, but those were the issues over the last four years that we need to keep in mind. I remind 
our constituents of those issues.  
An example was during the pre-polling in Esperance. The Labor Party members in their red shirts were handing 
out how-to-vote cards and saying, “Vote for Mark McGowan. He’ll keep you safe.” We needed to remind people 
that Mark McGowan was not their local member. It was a good marketing campaign, but constituents need to 
remember that when they have an issue, they will go to their local member. If someone has an issue in Carnarvon, 
they will go to the member for North West Central’s office, not to Rockingham, where the Premier is. 
Mr V.A. Catania: I’ll send it on to Rockingham! 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: The member will not get much response. 
I found it quite disturbing when my opponent from the Labor Party, Brad Willis, was standing at the polling place 
in Esperance and saying, “Vote for Mark McGowan.” I said to Brad, “Brad, you’re the candidate. Why don’t you 
say, ‘Vote for me; I’m Brad’?” 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: No, local representation. 
That was concerning but, as I said, it obviously worked. The problem is that when it is all about one person, it is 
a kind of adulation, in a way, which is fraught with problems. I am concerned that we will have a scenario in which 
there will be autocratic rule. There will be an element of megalomania. I am disappointed that the Premier could 
not find one person out of his 75 other members who could be the Treasurer. I would have thought that out of 
the 75 other members, he would have been able to find someone who was fit to be Treasurer. I think there is a risk 
of the Premier believing in his power and not listening to other perspectives. 
Another thing that really concerns me is what has been playing out with the COVID press conferences. As the 
member for North West Central said last week, when things are going well, it is “Good News Mark” out the front. 
When things are not going quite so well, the Deputy Premier is included. When things are going very poorly, the 
Chief Health Officer is wheeled out. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: We have hardly heard from him; that is right. When things are not going too well, out he 
comes. It is not the way to go. We have heard from the Chief Health Officers in Queensland, New South Wales 
and Victoria, but we barely hear from the Chief Health Officer here. 
Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: I have a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, about the noise coming from the peanut gallery 
over there. Can you please tell them to be quiet? 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): There is no point of order. Thank you, member. The member for 
Roe is on his feet. I do not think he is far from finishing. If we could hear the rest of his speech in silence, that 
would be great. Carry on, member for Roe. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. I will also pass on my regret about losing Minister Tinley as the 
Minister for Housing. I thought he was an excellent minister. I look forward to the new ministers learning from him 
about responding to correspondence. He was by far the most efficient minister in responding to requests, correspondence 
and constituent issues. I certainly regret losing him due to union alignments, I assume. It is very disappointing. 
I would like to move on to my shadow portfolios of education and training; sport and recreation; and racing and 
gaming. I certainly very much look forward to working in the education shadow portfolio. I have already met with 
the Principals’ Federation of Western Australia and the Department of Education and I look forward to engaging 
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with the State School Teachers’ Union of Western Australia, Catholic Education WA and the like. I have always 
said that good leadership in a school is essential. Every child in the state, wherever they live, deserves a good 
education, and an essential part of that is good leadership and staff, as well as a commitment from that leadership 
and staff to their community. That cannot be underestimated.  
Another element to that, especially in our regional areas, is the Government Regional Officers’ Housing. This issue 
has already been raised during this term. I note from an answer to a question on notice asked by Mr Tony Krsticevic 
in 2019–20 that 68 GROH houses were sold at a value of $10 million. I do not know what is going on or the mindset 
behind that but I do know that when a principal and a new teacher came to Nyabing, they could not find appropriate 
housing. We are asking professionals to up-end their lives and move to smaller communities, but they are given 
housing that is unfit for their positions. That is something I will focus on. 
Another issue is the increase in the budget for orange school buses in the regions. What I believe has happened is 
the Minister for Transport has issued a directive to the school bus service to cut every school bus where possible 
and funnel the funding into Metronet. We have a scenario here whereby people in the regions and their children 
are being disadvantaged. We need to have the right people working in school bus services. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister for Police! 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: We need people with empathy to work in school bus services, who understand what it is like 
to be isolated and to have their four or five-year-old child on a bus for an hour when they live only 15 minutes from 
town. I am really concerned with the government’s level of austerity and that, despite a $4 billion surplus coming 
up, it is cutting things like school bus services. That is a real issue. 
Education and training is another element. I am concerned about an issue that the Leader of the Liberal Party brought 
up the other day. The number of trade apprenticeships that have been completed has reduced by nearly 3 000 over 
the last four years of this government—the number has halved! The Premier talks about TAFE fees and the rest of 
it, but he has dropped the ball on trade apprenticeships. Somewhere along the line something has gone adrift, and 
this government needs to address it. 
I am certainly looking forward to my shadow portfolios of sport and recreation, and racing and gaming. Several 
issues are cropping up at the moment. We look forward to keeping the government to account on them. We know 
about the Perth Casino Royal Commission at the moment. In some ways, I look forward to seeing what comes out 
of that. I have some real concerns about governance. 
[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I also look forward to questioning what is going on with the super-departments. The Premier 
said yesterday that the number of departments has gone down from 41 to 25, and it looks like governance has gone 
down with it. The super-department scenario is starting to show cracks, and we are seeing an example of this at 
the moment. I certainly look forward to questioning those elements. 

Briefly, on health, I will mention once again ambulance ramping and the pressure on our doctors and nurses, who 
are doing a great job. I do not think anyone understands the pressure they are under. We need to give them support. 
This government needs to look at advertising and filling positions. As of today, over 300 health positions have 
been advertised, with over 120 in the regions. We had the cancellation of all category 2 and 3 surgeries and hospitals 
were basically empty most of last year. I think the Department of Health forgot to fill those positions and the system 
is now under stress as it tries to fill them. I am also concerned about category 1 surgeries, which, supposedly, were 
not being cancelled. I have a 32-year-old constituent whose category 1 surgery was cancelled in March 2020, and 
it took over a year for him to get back on the list. He had two heart attacks in the meantime! That is the sort of 
thing that worries me about our health system. When we have people ringing talkback radio about it, we know we 
have a system in crisis. 

Of course, mental health is also a real issue. Everyone in this chamber understands that we have some real issues 
cropping up from the COVID scenario, with children and adults experiencing anxiety. Issues have also cropped 
up with newborn babies and their parents. After mothers have had their babies, their husbands have not been able to 
come down to the ward to see them. That has caused a massive amount of stress and anxiety for some of our families. 
I cannot understand what is going on there. The government released thousands of people out into the regions on 
the Anzac Day weekend, but at the same time, partners were not allowed down to the ward to see their partner and 
baby. I think we have got some things out of proportion there. 

I will briefly mention electoral reform, because this is one of the real disappointments I have with this new 
government. Labor repeatedly said during the election campaign that it was not on the agenda. I remember when the 
Premier was in Albany, with the former member for Albany at one shoulder and the new candidate for Albany at 
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the other, being asked by Dan Mercer, “Is electoral reform on the agenda?” The Premier’s answer was, “No, it is not 
on the agenda.” He asked that question five times, and five times he was told, “It is not on the agenda.” 

Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: What has happened? Member for Burns Beach, members were sworn in on the opening day 
of Parliament and the next day the Minister for Electoral Affairs announced that a review was being established! 

Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Burns Beach! 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I find it bizarre! 

Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: They only waited one day! 

Point of Order 

Dr D.J. HONEY: Standing order 95 states, “Members will not converse noisily or otherwise disturb the proceedings.” 
We are having nothing but disturbance from the member for Burns Beach; and can I say this has become a feature 
of this chamber. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, you cannot, member for Cottesloe. It is not a point of order. 

Dr D.J. HONEY: It is under standing order 95! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No; he is not having a conversation; he is just yelling out. 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! Carry on, member for Roe. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I express my concern that three of the four review panellists, who are supposedly independent, 
have already put out over the last couple of years their preference for electoral reform and reducing regional 
representation. How do members think that makes the people of regional Western Australia feel? Three out of 
four independent panellists have already expressed their feelings in black and white. Members can imagine how 
disappointed our regional constituents are. 

Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Burns Beach! 
Point of Order 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Clearly, the member for Burns Beach’s facial hair has got to him! 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Can you sit down, please. Thank you. Do not abuse the point of order process in the 
future. Member for Burns Beach, I call you for the first time. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: You are the first person to be called to order in the new chamber, member for Burns Beach. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, he is not, actually! 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Three of the four review panellists are not independent. I want to put that on the record. The 
Minister for Electoral Affairs is using smoke and mirrors and is blaming it on Wilson Tucker, who was elected 
to the other place with 98 votes. That is the entree, but the main course is about reducing regional representation. 
We will be making that clear to our regional constituents. Will every regional Labor member in this Parliament 
vote to reduce regional representation? I will be very curious to find out. Will the member for Kalgoorlie, who sits 
over here on my left-hand side, vote to reduce regional representation? I ask the same question of the member for 
Mandurah over there. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: He will not be voting for reducing regional representation. 
Mr V.A. Catania: Mandurah has a fuel card. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: We don’t get the fuel card. What do you want me to say? 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I want the member for Mandurah to vote against electoral reform to reduce the number of 
regional members. 
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Mr D.A. Templeman: We already have electoral reform in Mandurah. We have one vote, one value. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I am certainly not looking forward to the type of electoral reform that the Minister for 
Electoral Affairs is proposing. 
Mr R.S. Love: I don’t think Mandurah is a very good target for electoral reform; it’s city based. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I think so. As I said, where does 70 per cent of our state revenue come from? It comes from 
the regions. Regional people pay higher airfares and higher fuel costs but have no public transport. The list goes on, 
so I am looking forward to regional members, especially those in the other place, voting themselves out of a job, 
member for North West Central. I will say that they will be caught between voting for the party and voting themselves 
out of a job. 
Mr V.A. Catania: Like a farm full of sheep. 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Absolutely. They are my concerns. 
On a positive note, I would like to mention the opening of the Esperance tanker jetty back in March. It was certainly 
an excellent day. I look forward also to the opening of the new South Regional TAFE Esperance campus in the 
foreseeable future—somewhere around July, I believe. 
In closing, I would like to mention my concern at the way this government has handled the COVID-19 crisis and 
I guess the effect it has had on my constituents and the small businesses in my area. We saw the release of people 
on the Friday night of the Anzac weekend. People poured out into the regions but on the Saturday night they got 
the news that they had to be locked down in the region. Trade at many of the small businesses in the likes of Esperance 
was down for sure. The Narrogin trots and the speedway were cancelled and there were numerous withdrawals of 
people from accommodation. Many of our service stations in places such as Williams that rely on trade during 
long weekends were left with no passing traffic. 
I think there was a major effect on many of our businesses in the regions. It is really quite concerning that this 
government did not take this into account. There are some real issues. We cannot keep having snap lockdowns and 
breaks in the traffic. These things affect our regional businesses. 

Amendment to Motion 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I move — 

That the following words be added to the motion — 
but regret to inform His Excellency that the McGowan government’s COVID-19 management 
including snap lockdowns as a result of its failed hotel quarantine system is having a dramatic 
impact on small businesses and events across Western Australia, creating uncertainty for the sector 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [1.23 pm]: I rise to support the amendment moved by the member 
for Roe. We have had many debates in this house on how small businesses and events have been affected by the 
lockdowns and this government’s management when it comes to supporting small businesses, events generally 
and regional events. Clearly, this Labor government is no friend of small business. It is clearly no friend of tourism 
businesses right across this state. If it were, it would have paid businesses $500 following the first five-day lockdown 
that occurred last year, but they still have not received it. Now we see an increase to that $500 that some businesses 
have not received to $2 000 recompense for the three-day lockdown, which the Premier originally said no to—
“We cannot afford it”—yet this state’s finances are swimming in a $4 billion surplus due to the resources boom 
that is occurring. We can look back at 2008 when we saw this sort of price climb, but not at the same level as that 
today, when the iron ore price is close to $200 a tonne and the state is receiving its GST share. It is swimming in 
money. We do not talk about the debt anymore; we talk about how wonderfully the economy is going. May I say, 
members, the economy is going wonderfully well because of the resources sector, the industries that support the 
resources sector and the businesses that support the industries that support the resource sector. However, when it 
comes to small business—pubs, cafes restaurants and the local printer—many small businesses are dramatically 
affected by a lockdown. 

I think everyone understands the need for a lockdown, but a lockdown occurred because of the inadequate quarantine 
system, which the state government has been in charge of and has been slow in moving towards fixing. Only this 
week we saw that a security guard was working a second job. We still see that only 70 per cent of security guards 
have received their coronavirus vaccine. It is something the government has moved on very slowly and it has cost 
local businesses in the state of Western Australia hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars. 

This is about the state of Western Australia because the lockdowns in Perth and Peel do not mean people can have 
their freedom in regional Western Australia. A lockdown in Perth and Peel prevents people from travelling north, 
south or east and it has an impact on businesses in regional WA, which have to spend most of their time dealing 
with cancellations and refunds, much like businesses in Perth have to deal with cancellations and refunds. The 
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uncertainty these lockdowns cause small businesses is having a huge effect by preventing people from booking 
tickets to events until the last minute, not knowing whether events will be cancelled, and people not being able to 
properly plan their travel to tourist hotspots in Western Australia. It also affects, of course, interstate travel, and 
causes uncertainty on a national scale. Our tourism businesses rely on interstate travel. Tourism is dissipating due 
to the uncertainty, coupled with insurance costs going through the roof and the worker shortage in this state that 
the government is not dealing with. It did not deal with it during the election campaign. It has no plan to deal with 
the worker shortage, whether for small business, tourism or agriculture—a worker shortage that will strangle our 
economy. The government is not dealing with it. 

If workers can be found for regional WA, they have nowhere to live due to a housing crisis that is crippling our small 
business and tourism industries right across Western Australia, yet we see no plan whatsoever for constructing 
houses or building workers’ accommodation in the real tourist hotspots such as Exmouth, Coral Bay, Kalbarri and 
places in the south west. They all need extra accommodation if the government is able to get these workers. We 
can add to that JobKeeper and JobSeeker coming to an end. The pressures that small businesses are under are huge, 
yet the Premier says, “Our economy’s going well. Our economy’s the best in the country.” That may be the case, 
but we have to be able to analyse where that is coming from. It is coming from the resources sector. Small 
businesses cannot afford lockdowns; they cannot afford to gear up and then throw everything in the bin. There are 
workers who rely on those jobs and are not getting paid. 

Perhaps the government can take this question and provide an answer to it. After the five-day lockdown, the state 
government announced a $43 million package to support those small businesses in the Perth, Peel and south west 
regions that were impacted by the lockdown. How much of that money has actually gone out the door? It would 
be interesting to see how much of that $43 million has actually gone to the businesses that have applied for funds. 
There are still businesses that have not received the $500 power bill credit. It would also be interesting to see how 
many people are able to take up the $2 000 offer. 

The state government has notionally acknowledged that small businesses have been impacted, but it took weeks 
for it to react. The Australian Hotels Association had to demand compensation for businesses. The Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Western Australia had to say that businesses were being impacted and needed financial 
support. Many other associations, businesses and communities have been crying out for assistance, and because 
of the pressure being applied by the opposition, industry and the media, the government did an about-face on 
compensation. It will be interesting to see how many people can apply for that $2 000. What criteria will they need 
to meet to be able to access it? 

However, there has been no compensation for events. Last year the Mandurah Crabfest was cancelled, and little towns 
like Yalgoo have had to cancel their race meetings. Events have been cancelled in pretty much every electorate. 
Where is the financial support for those businesses? It takes months, if not years, to plan for some events, and tens of 
thousands of dollars are spent on gearing up for them. They cannot get that money back. People are not buying 
tickets or they are waiting until the last minute, so events cannot fully plan for how many people are actually going 
to be there because of the uncertainty. Where is the government’s financial support for the events across this state 
that have had to be cancelled? 
The government is swimming in money—a $4 billion surplus. Iron ore is $US200 a tonne at the moment, members. 
Back in 2007–08 it was about $US180, and five years ago it dropped down to about $US50. Is the government 
awash with money because it is a good financial manager or is it because our commodities are in such demand? 
I think members and the public know exactly what is driving our economy. 
Like I said, small businesses are suffering right across the state because of the uncertainty that exists. I do not think 
anyone begrudges the shutdowns; we have to do what we have to do to contain this virus, but the point the opposition 
is trying to make is that there is no certainty around support for small businesses so that they can survive continued 
lockdowns into the future. That is why we need a purpose-built quarantine facility, because clearly the hotel 
quarantine system is a failure in this state and all other states. The state of Western Australia has a great opportunity 
to lead the way and build a purpose-built quarantine facility. 
I think the federal government said in its budget that there will potentially not be any international travel until 2023 
or beyond, so this is a long-term problem and the state government needs to work on some long-term solutions. 
That is why, during debate on the COVID-19 Response Legislation Amendment (Extension of Expiring Provisions) 
Bill 2021 yesterday, we moved an amendment to provide some certainty for businesses. After the five-day lockdown, 
businesses were eligible for a $500 electricity credit, yet some businesses still do not have it. Three months later we 
had another lockdown, and it took weeks for the government to announce $2 000 in compensation for businesses. 
This came after the Premier had said, “No, no, no. We simply can’t afford to do it.” Suddenly, there was a change 
because of public pressure. 
The opposition is calling for certainty. If there is a lockdown in the future, businesses need to know that there are 
compensation packages in place. We ask the government to be open and transparent, and to provide information now 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 12 May 2021] 

 p480b-489a 
Mr Peter Rundle; Mr Vincent Catania; Acting Speaker; Dr David Honey; Deputy Speaker; Ms Libby Mettam 

 [7] 

on what the compensation package for any future lockdown will look like, whether the lockdown is for three days, 
five days or whatever the case may be, so that we can have some certainty. The government needs to get the criteria 
correct and not work on it on the run. It seems as though this government is a one-trick pony. The only response 
it has is to shut the gate, close the borders and call lockdowns. The government has mismanaged hotel quarantine 
because of its inability to follow its own inquiries into ways to ensure that the hotel quarantine system is robust. 
Small businesses, tourism businesses, events businesses and the people of Western Australia are paying for the 
government’s inaction. For this government, it is always a reaction to what goes on. 
The opposition will no doubt support the government if it develops long-term plans for avoiding lockdowns in the 
first place; or, if there have to be lockdowns, for providing compensation packages to small businesses that are impacted 
by COVID-19. This is the government’s opportunity to show it is not a one-trick pony that can only shut the gate. 
The government’s decisions are impacting on small businesses, the tourism industry and regional towns. Even the 
City of Perth is probably losing its identity because there is no focus on providing support to businesses in the city. 
We push regional Western Australia and we want people to visit the regions. People have, because there is no 
opportunity to leave the state. That is great for regional WA, but the regions are under pressure. They do not have 
reliable power supplies—something that everyone in the city takes for granted. In places like Kalbarri, it is basically 
impossible to have a reliable power supply in peak season. Workers in regional WA are non-existent, and even if 
businesses can find workers, there is no accommodation for them. There are pressures on water supplies, power 
supplies and telecommunications. Trying to download something or to use an app when there are 25 000 people 
wandering around Exmouth is impossible. The government is not taking any action to assist regional businesses 
and communities; it is not keeping pace with what is going on. 
People will be travelling this great state of ours for many years to come, so let us put the building blocks in place 
now. Let us keep pace with the needs of our communities. That is something that the government is failing to do 
because it is a one-trick pony. That is not to mention all the other deficiencies when it comes to government 
departments and not making sure that there is a full complement of full-time equivalents in a lot of towns. The 
government has a workers’ crisis. What is the government’s plan to fix it? What is the government’s plan to bring 
workers over to ensure that we can support our businesses in this state? It is desperate, and, in desperate times, we 
need desperate measures. 
The government has to start listening to small business, because it is not all beer and skittles out there. When the 
Premier stands up and says that our economy is number one in the country, everyone knows it is because the iron 
ore price is hitting $US200 a tonne. We know that the GST is flowing back. But the government is not spending 
the money to assist our economy to be drought-proof, and to assist regional communities to deal with the trials and 
tribulations of people not travelling to those communities because of lockdowns. We need that investment. The 
government is failing miserably to ensure that it governs for everyone. If the government wants to keep people 
safe, and if it wants to grow Western Australia, then start talking to small businesses and to regional communities, 
which desperately need that investment to be able to keep pace with what is going on. The decisions that the Labor 
government and the Premier make when it comes to lockdowns need to be based on a plan that is open and 
transparent. That is something that the other side of this chamber seems to want to avoid. This is why having 
independent inquiries is critical to being able to keep the government of the day on its toes and to come up with 
the right decisions, the right policy frameworks and the right support for, in this case, small businesses and events. 
I urge the government, if it thinks it is doing the right thing, to be open and transparent. Set up a committee of both 
houses to continuously look at ways in which we can improve how we deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
government should set up an independent oversight body to make sure that when these decisions are made, it can 
limit the impact on small businesses and events right across Western Australia. What does the government have to 
hide, as I say? Being open and transparent means good government. At the moment, the government is not a good 
government. The arrogance, the lack of transparency and the dismissing of protocol in this place is concerning and 
should be concerning to all Western Australians. I think they have been sold a dummy. Over the next four years, 
that will come out well and truly—the arrogance, the lack of transparency and the lack of concern about small 
businesses and our communities right across Western Australia. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [1.43 pm]: I rise to support the amendment as 
moved by the opposition. It is a worthy amendment that recognises the value of our small businesses in the state. 
It recognises that they represent and support 40 per cent of the employment and jobs here in Western Australia, 
and that they represent, as well, some 224 000 local businesses in our state. It also recognises that overwhelmingly 
they have underwritten much of the financial cost of COVID-19. The response to COVID has been well and truly 
applauded by the public. The public in its response to restrictions and in obediently following the directions of 
government based on health advice has been instrumental in seeing Western Australia perform so well in the face 
of the international pandemic that is COVID-19. 
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Our small businesses have had to respond to a large range of restrictions. A number of issues have been raised about 
the plight of our small businesses, whether it is in the hospitality sector with the range of different requirements 
for QR codes and sanitising—which has been across the board as well—or in relation to the four square metre 
rule, and at times our small businesses have actually had to shut their doors in response to lockdowns in the best 
interests of the state. 
That includes our gyms as well. I have heard, as many members have as well, from people who have been 
concerned about the consistency, or lack of consistency, in the rules around the lockdowns or restrictions in relation 
to COVID-19. It is certainly clear from a financial perspective that they have worn a heavy financial cost. I quote 
from a councillor from the City of Joondalup, who wrote to me and the member for Cottesloe, the Leader of the 
Liberal Party — 

The McGowan Government offers zero assistance to small businesses affected by lockdowns they impose, 
despite a strong state budget position. Small businesses assistance has, to my knowledge, been entirely from 
the Federal Government. Gyms operate on very slim margins and being singled out every lockdown will 
cost jobs and livelihoods. Many gyms cancel customer’s direct debits, and make no income from classes, 
so their income stream does suffer, while expensive leases, such as to Westfield — 

Westfield Shopping Centre — 
must still be paid. 

That is quite a detailed email from a councillor from the City of Joondalup, who does point to some of the significant 
costs associated with running small businesses such as gymnasiums, which have overwhelmingly been affected 
by the COVID restrictions and the lockdowns as well. 
We acknowledge that although the government did announce a package of assistance—the $31.8 million package 
for small businesses affected by the lockdown in Perth and Peel—it is concerning that the McGowan government’s 
first response was not to provide any support, and that it took significant lobbying from small businesses, the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia and others, which raised the issue of the real cost of the 
lockdown. Although it is pleasing that the grants were significantly more than the paltry $500 payment that was 
offered in response to the lockdown in early February, some concerns have again been raised by industry about 
the scope of these grants. I quote from the Chamber of Commerce and Industry — 

“While the $2000 figure is a welcome improvement on the amount offered for the February lockdown, 
we wanted to see businesses deeply affected by this lockdown receive up to $5000 and anything short of 
that is disappointing,” … 
“We’re also disappointed that tourism businesses in other WA regions, who lost business due to reduced 
travel out of Perth and the Peel region, are left out of the scheme. 

As the member for an electorate in the south west region, I certainly understand those concerns, not only from the 
perspective of the cost of this lockdown for small businesses, but also with respect to what businesses outside of 
the Perth and Peel regions had to face. As we have already raised in this place, and publicly as well, the impact on 
the regions was certainly an afterthought when it came to the decision to lock down Perth and Peel. The impact of 
that from a small business perspective was quite significant. Not only did small businesses have to try to navigate 
what the health advice would mean for their hospitality venues and retail stores, for example, but also they had an 
influx of patrons from the Perth region who were not abiding by the backdated health provisions and the stay-at-home 
provisions, and there was some concern about how they would manage that from a public health point of view. 
As the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia pointed out, what we saw in response was that 
many small businesses shut their doors while others experienced a loss of revenue because of cancellations. 
Peter Kalbfell, the director of Jet Adventures in Dunsborough, wrote to me and the Leader of the Opposition about 
the impact of the Perth and Peel region lockdown. He stated — 

My business is very small with an annual turnover of only around 200k and the majority of that is required 
just to keep afloat with costs such as liability insurances going through the roof recently making things 
tough. Prior to the announcement of the lockdown I was estimating a turnover of 6k = 8k over the long 
weekend, instead my turnover was less than 1k. With some restrictions on Perth people expected to continue 
I now have basically no bookings for the next 2 weeks and I estimate this will cost Jet Adventures 
somewhere between 10k–15k. 

That is much closer to the figure that the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia predicted about 
the cost of the lockdown. We must recognise that many tourism operators and small businesses in regional areas are 
seasonal and over the Anzac Day long weekend, they were overwhelmingly trying to make up for the quieter periods. 
Eagle Bay Brewing Co also wrote to me about the impact that hotel quarantine failures have had on its business. 
The letter states — 
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Revenue on Sunday 25th from our tourism based restaurant was down >80% from on a comparable 
long weekend 
We chose to shut the restaurant on Monday 26th because it was not viable to open. 
We manufacture beer on site and most of our wholesale beer customers are based in Perth, and orders 
were down >80% the following week as our customers did not reorder due to the impacts of the lockdown. 
Income lost as the result of the most recent shutdown can be estimated at about $150k–$200k 
Our cashflow was significantly impacted, as the fixed costs remained the same while our income was 
decimated. 
The effects were longer lasting than the 3 days, public confidence to dine out was impacted, mask wearing 
is a deterrent to going out and it takes a while for people to resume ‘normal’ behaviour. 

Mr R.R. Whitby: Are they able to give you some idea of their trade volume for this season over the most part of 
the year, because I’d be very interested to know how a tourism business in the south west has been going over the 
past six months or so? I know that one particular weekend was bad—obviously, it did have an impact—but it would 
be nice to know in the proper context how their trade has been going throughout the months of this year. 
Ms L. METTAM: That is a fair question. We will be happy to follow that up further. Quite obviously — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ministers! 
Ms L. METTAM: The point that I am making is quite a clear one—that is, while there has been an acknowledge 
of the impact — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! If you want to have a conversation, take it outside. The member for Vasse 
is on her feet. Carry on, member for Vasse. 
Ms L. METTAM: The simple point I am making is that although the government has acknowledged the impact 
of the lockdown on Perth and Peel businesses by providing an assistance package, other businesses outside those 
regions were also impacted. That impact was twofold in that there was not only a lack of business, but also the 
backdating of restriction guidelines, illustrating that after 14 months of managing COVID-19 with very little 
community transmission, the McGowan Labor government has not given further thought about other impacts on 
regional WA. As has been stated publicly, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia estimated 
that the loss to small business due to the lockdown was about $170 million, which is significantly more than the 
$70 million that the Premier stated. As I have stated, there were concerns about small businesses in my electorate 
because the public health advice was unclear. That advice was finally backdated on the Saturday evening after an 
inconsistent answer was provided by the Minister for Health during a press conference on the Saturday. 
As has already been mentioned in this place, a number of concerns have been raised about the events industry. I refer 
to an online ABC article, the heading of which states, “WA events industry in ‘total devastation’ as coronavirus 
pandemic interruptions rage on”. The article quotes Amanda Parker, a small business owner, who states how 
horrifying COVID has been for her area of the small business sector. It also quotes Mitchell Ross, who runs an 
events equipment hire business. He said — 

… lack of visibility and understanding made it difficult when appealing for help. 
The article states — 

“That’s what hurt us most through the pandemic … who do we talk to [in government]?” he said. 
We’re not sports. We’re not arts and culture. We’re not tourism. We complement all of those. But we’re 
not them. We’re events. 
“The mental toll is devastating on us all. 

We know that the events industry is a unique model in the way that it is structured because it needs to plan 
significantly. We want organisations to continue to invest and have confidence in these events; therefore, greater 
consideration must be given to how the events sector will be further supported going forward. Certainly, the 
opposition is seeking additional support for that industry. I understand that Winterworld Fremantle is potentially no 
longer going ahead. We also know that the costs for these businesses and the up-front investment is quite significant, 
and that is certainly something that the government needs to consider going forward. 
This is certainly a worthy amendment. I support the opposition’s position on supporting small business. Given that 
the government has flagged potential further lockdowns, it is important that it has clear guidelines on how it will 
support small businesses going forward. It must also provide clear guidelines so that the regions know how they 
will be impacted. 
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I refer to an article from WAtoday of 24 April headed “Anyone who left Perth and Peel to other parts of WA from 
April 17 to act like they’re under city restrictions”. In that article, the Minister for Health states — 

“We just want to clarify for everyone even if you left the Perth and Peel region last night before the 
declarations were put in place, you are subject to the directions. You need to wear the mask when in public 
and you should only be in public for essential purposes … 
“They should wear masks if they’re moving around the community.” 

What Minister Cook did not say was that the stay-at-home mask directions actually applied to anyone who was in 
or had been in the Perth and Peel regions since 17 April. I will leave my comments there. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, you still have a minute to go, member. 
Ms L. METTAM: I will just wrap up my comments. This is certainly a worthy motion. There has certainly been 
a significant financial cost. I would like to acknowledge that our small businesses overwhelmingly have paid 
a financial cost for the failures in hotel quarantine and because of the lockdown. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 497.] 
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